Double Helix: A Mystery

Nancy Werlin

Choose one of the following three essays. Your essay should be at least one page in length. Write your essay as if the reader has never read Double Helix. Be sure that you are elaborating in great detail, using segments from the book, so that you can indicate to me that you have read and understand. Use paragraphs and proper grammar. 
DUE DATE: _________________________

Essay Choice 1:

In Chapter 21, Eli and his father sit with Ava Samuels as she passes away. Her death in a way brings Eli and his father together. On pg. 143, Dr. Wyatt comes up in conversation between the two of them. Eli again asks his dad why he hates Dr. Wyatt so much. Now that you know the entire story, what can you conclude is the full reason for Mr. Samuel’s hatred for Dr. Wyatt? Explain why you think Mr. Samuels is justified (right) in feeling this way.

Essay Choice 2:

The word ethical means “to be morally right or wrong”. Dr. Wyatt practiced genetic manipulation on both animals and humans in the book. Genetic manipulation can take place for reasons such as, creating helpful proteins such as insulin for humans or maybe in Dr. Wyatt’s experience, to create humans with “better qualities”. Discuss your own opinion about whether you believe what Dr. Wyatt did (both with animals and humans) was ethical or not ethical. 

Essay Choice 3:

In the Epilogue, (pg. 243-244) Eli and Dr. Fukuyama discuss how new biogenetic technology might be able to find ways to identify genetic flaws early to potentially eradicate (get rid of) all human suffering on earth. Dr. Fukuyama describes this as “a feeling of almost becoming godlike”.  She then goes on to explain that there is a difference between using gene therapy for the treatment of existing medical conditions (such as Huntington’s), and using it to declare that we absolutely know who has—and who hasn’t—a right to life at all. Discuss your opinion on whether or not humans should have the ability to make these sorts of decisions. You may want to consider Ava Samuels, Kayla and the Down syndrome advocates in your response. 

